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While the Irish boys suc-

cessfully gained a fifth con-

secutive trip to the state 

championship race in Jeffer-

son City with a second place 

District 6 finish at Willow 

Springs Saturday (11/1); the 

highly successful Irish girls 

fell one point short of the 

host Willow Springs Bears 

in their attempt to gain a 

fifth straight appearance in 

the state race, the girls had 

finished no lower than sec-

ond in their eight fall meets.  

The Irish boys were again 

led by all-district/all confer-

ence performers Matt Bird, 

Tyler Kjorvestad and Kea-

ton Piper as they were narrowly defeated by Ava.  They would 

avenge the Ava defeat a week later at the state championship race.  

Bird and Kjorvestad finished in 18:15 while Piper raced in 18:32; the 

threesome finished third, fourth and sixth respectively.   

Kelly Sullivan took fifth in the girlsô district championship race 

while Taryn  Smith was sixth and Caroline Ukena gained ninth.  

Smith has been a state performer each of her XC seasons while Sulli-

van returned to state for the third time.   

Bird, Piper, Gray, and Mantei all ran in last seasonôs state champion-

ship race in which the Irish placed fourth.  Mantei and Kjorvestad 

ran on the 06 team which placed third at state.   

The 2008 season featured a number of Irish 

firsts: The most monumental first occurred at 

the State Championship meet where senior 

Taryn Smith used the big stage to race to a 

25th place finish and become Catholicôs first 

ever all-state girl runner.   Smithôs highest 

prior state finish was 98th.  Smith, Caroline 

Ukena, 45th and Kelli Sullivan, 49th, gave the 

Irish their first ever three sub 50 finishers at 

state.  During the season, Sullivan became the 

first Irish girl to 

win two meet 

titles in a career; 

she scored her 

first win at 

Monett and fol-

lowed that with a win at Nixa a week later.  Sullivan became only the second 

Irish girl to ever take first in an XC meet when she placed first at the com-

petitive Monett Invitational September 16.  The Irish defeated favorite East 

Newton 27-29 in that meet.  Ironically, Elle Holtmann, the first Irish girl to 

ever win a meet, finished first over the same Monett course during the 2005 

District championship race.  In another Irish girlsô first, senior Taryn Smith 

placed second behind Sullivan at Monett giving the Irish girls a first ever 

win/place finish at the same meet.  The boysô team became the first Irish 

team to make five consecutive appearances in the state championship race.  

The girls set a regular season Class 2 standard by gaining a trophy, first or 

second, in each of their races.  The Irish girls scored another first when 

Smith and Sullivan were named to 

the all-SW Region first team.  This 

marked the initial time the Irish 

placed two girls on the first team. 

¶ Smith  becomes 

first ever all-state 

girl. 

¶ Irish Boys Finish 

10th at state 

¶ Sullivan, Smith, 

Ukena, Bird, 

Kjorvestad and 

Piper finish in top 

ten at District 

¶ The 2008 season 

was one of firsts. 

¶ Smith and Sulli-

van gain first team 

all-SW Region 

honors;  Ukena, 

Kjorvestad  and 

Bird named to 

second team; four 

others honored 

Boys Return to State  

Girls Fall  One Point Short at District  
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Taryn Smith made her fourth 

consecutive appearance in 

the state race her best.  She 

became Catholicôs first ever 

all state girl. 

Bird and Kjorvestad 

finished in the top five 

at the District champion-

ship and top 50 at state; 

Tyler, 42nd, Matt, 43rd. 

Sullivan and Ukena will return for the 

09 season 

ñThe will to win 

means nothing if you 

havenôt the will to 

prepare.ò 

Taryn Smith Is Catholicôs First Ever All-State Girl 



Taryn Smith and Kelli Sulli-

van were recently honored as 

first team all-SW Region run-

ners at the annual coachesô post 

season meeting.  Smith and 

Sullivan join former Irish 

standout Elle Holtmann as the 

only Catholic girls to ever gain 

first team recognition.  Their 

selection marks the first time 

the Irish girls have placed two 

runners on the eight member 

first team.  Smith won honor-

able mention each of her initial 

three seasons while Sullivan 

was a second team runner as a 

freshman while gaining honor-

able mention designation as a 

sophomore.   Teammate Caro-

line Ukena was named to the 

second team while freshman 

Whitney Lucas gained honor-

able mention.  Ukena placed 

45th at state while Smith was 

25th and Sullivan 49th.  Tyler 

Kjorvestad, who raced to a 

42nd place state finish, and 

Matt Bird, who was 43rd at 

state,  were honored as second 

team selections while Keaton 

Piper, Chris Mantei and Mi-

chael DeVoss were named to 

the honorable mention team.   

Smith gained all-conference, 

all-district and all-state hon-

ors her senior season; Sulli-

van, Ukena, Kjorvestad, Bird 

and Piper were all-

conference and all-district 

while senior Maddy Renner 

gained all-conference hon-

ors.  Ukenaôs 45th place state 

finish equaled Sullivanôs freshman finish which ranks 5th 

best ever among Irish girls.  Sullivan has recorded two of the 

top seven state performances.  Bird bettered his 07 state race 

where he finished 58th; Kjorvestad, who did not run at state 

in 07, finished 111th during his freshman state race.  The 

Irish boys avenged two earlier defeats at state by outracing 

conference opponent Buffalo and district foe Ava.  Buffalo 

defeated the Irish boys by a point to win the COC champi-

onship and Ava defeated the Irish by three points for the 

district championship.  At state, the Irish bettered both Buf-

falo and Ava.  The Catholic boys were the second highest 

state finishers from SW Missouri in the Class 2 state race. 

 

Kelli Sullivan crosses the 

finish line first at Monett 

Smith and Sullivan are First Team All-SW Region 

Kjorvestad, Bird, , Ukena named to Second Team, four gain honorable mention 
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Smith proudly displays 

her all-state medal and 

certificate 

Freshman Michael DeVoss ran 

his first state race at Jeff City 

while senior Ben Grayôs career 

concluded 

Bird and Kjorvestad at the 

state meet 

With 29 runners on the 

girlsô roster, the Irish 

showcased a sea of green 

in most meets 

 

It's not a question, but a 

lesson learned in time 

It's something unpredict-

able, but in the end it's 

right.  

I hope you had the time 

of your life. 

 

GreenDay 


